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Karen Pettengill has been an occupational therapist since 1982 and a hand therapist since 1982. She has been active in the American Society of Hand Therapists since joining in 1984, serving in various capacities including committee member and chairperson, participant and leader of several task forces, Division director, and various board positions, culminating with President in 1998-1999. From 1987 to 1988 she lived in Italy, establishing the first rehabilitation center devoted entirely to the upper extremity. Her other professional accomplishments include extensive teaching both nationally and internationally, task force service for the Hand Therapy Certification Commission, and publication of articles and chapters on management of injured tendons and complex hand injuries. She is currently Clinical Coordinator of Hand Therapy for NovaCare in Springfield, Massachusetts.

